Saturday 1 December 2007

- World AIDS Day
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What is World AIDS Day?

World AIDS Day is an annual day of action and observance designed to raise public awareness of the issues surrounding HIV and AIDS on a regional, national and global scale.

The red ribbon is an international symbol of HIV and AIDS awareness.

What is HIV?

HIV is a virus that can damage the body’s defence system so that it cannot easily fight off certain infections.  Once infected with HIV it stays in the body for life.  If someone with HIV goes on to get certain illnesses, they are said to have AIDS.

How is HIV passed on?
The main ways HIV can be passed on are:
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by having penetrative sex without a condom with someone who has HIV
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by using needles, syringes or other drug injecting equipment that is infected with HIV
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from a woman with HIV to her baby during pregnancy, at birth or through breast feeding
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from unscreened and untreated transfusions of blood or blood products (they are screened for HIV in the UK)
If you would like any further information on HIV/AIDS please contact:

HIV Support Centre-stuart@thehivsupportcentre.org.uk

0800 137 437

ACET (AIDS Care Education Training)-belfast@acet.ie

028 9032 0844

The Rainbow Project-info@rainbow-project.com     

028 9031 9030 / 028 71283030

Janice Armstrong, Senior Health Promotion Officer (Sexual Health)

janice.armstrong@northerntrust.hscni.net

028 2563 5575
Please pass this information on to others

